Experience backgrounds for second readers by Littlefield, Norma Frances
Boston University
OpenBU http://open.bu.edu
Theses & Dissertations Dissertations and Theses (pre-1964)
1952
Experience backgrounds for second
readers
https://hdl.handle.net/2144/23035
Boston University
k~ 
Tlie"'>iS 
L;tf/e F;eld, N· F 
!95"'-
,, 
I' 
_ _1 --···--· 
:; · ~~~~cc ~ ~ ---~.c--~- .c~-~~ ~==o _ .. ----·- -- -----rr-~----------
jl 
BOSTON UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 
THESIS 
EXPERIENCE BACKGROUNDS 
for 
SECOND READERS 
Submitted by 
Norma Frances Littlefield 
(B. s. in Education, University of Vermont, 1935) 
In partial fulfillment of requirements for the degree of 
Master of Education 
1952 
Ec;~:~ en Lh1 r·c,..,.,;--·: ny 
School of E>•xcii:Jn 
Lihi"?HV 
1! 
I 
II 
I' 
-~-____ -:-:-~---::_co_ ·-"'-It 
First Reader: Helen A. Murphy, Professor of Education 
Second Reader: Donald D. Durrell, Professor of Education 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
The writer wishes to express her appreciation 
to Helen A. Murphy, Professor of Education, Boston 
University, for her aid in the preparation of this 
study. 
The writer also wishes to express sincere 
appreciation to the Superintendent of Schools for 
his interest and cooperation, and to the eleven 
teachers who so kindly gave the tests of the exper-
ience backgrounds of their second grade children. 
---------~~= -~---
I 
II 
li 
!I 
'![ 
'I 
\I 
il 
i[ 
I' 
,j 
II 
jl 
,, 
1: 
!' 
I I 
'i 
!! 
ji 
II 
f=-~=~== 
i 
" ' li 
" 
II 
'I 
l,' ' __ -,_·_= -:_--;-,"-
1 
II TABLE OF CONTENTS 
CHAP!'ER PAGE 
INTRODUC'l' ION • ••.•.•• 111 ••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••• l 
I PI...AN OF STUDY • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••..••••• 2 
II ANALYSIS OF DATA.... • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • . . • . • • 28 
III SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 45 
IV SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH •••••••••••••••• 
APPEND .IX. • • • • • • . • • • • • • • . • • • • • • . • . • . • • • . • • • • • • • • • 4 9 
I, 
I 
,I 
I ll 
I ~ 
., 
il ,, 
:I 
' II 
!i 
,, 
i' .I 
II 
II ,, 
il 
II' 
il 
!I [: 
I' 
I! 
il ,, 
--~==;;__-_....::.==..___-._ 
LIST OF TABLES 
PAGE 
I First Classification of Experiences ••••••••••••••• 4 
II Vocabulary of Basal Reader •••••••••••••••••••••••• 6 
III Final Classification of Words in Areas •••••••••••• 17 
IV Words to be Included in Test•••••••••••••••••••••• 22 
V Classification in Areas Words to be Tested •••••••• 24 
VI Mean Chronological Ages ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 27 
VII 
VIII 
IX 
X 
XI 
XII 
XIII 
XIV 
XV 
XVI 
XVII 
XVIII 
XIX 
XX 
XXI 
XXII 
Children in Classrooms •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 28 
Mean Score of Total Population •••••••••••••••••••• 29 
Comparison of Scores for Boys and Girls ••••••••••• 29 
Responses in Five Experience Areas ••••••• ••••••••• 30 
Trails porta tion • •••••••••••••••••••......••••...••• 30 
People •••• ••••••.••••..••.•• , .•.••••..••.••••.•••• 31 
science. . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 32 
Play •••...•••.•.•••••..•••.•••••.•••••• •• •••••.••• 33 
Places • ••••••..•.•..•.......•...•..• • • .........• • • 34 
Five "Areas •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • • • ••••• ••. • 3.5 
Transportation •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 35 
People•••·•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 36 
Science ..•....•......••........................••• 37 
Play •••• •••••••••.•••.•••••••••••••.•..•••.•••.••• 
Places •••••••.••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••.••••••• 
Number of Background Experiences by Areas of 
38 
39 
Experience .. .••••••...............••••••••••••• 40 
'I 
1: 
II 
II 
II 
II 
1: 
LIST OF TABLES (continued) II !I 
TABLE PAGE 
II 
I 
XXIII Words According to Difficulty ••••••••••••••.••••• 4l I 
43 I ii 
XXIV Scores of Boys and Girls •••••••..••••.....•••..•• 
II II 
i: 
I' ,,
,, 
'i 
I 
I 
I 
I 
II I, 
I I! 
i 
li 
" ji 
INTRODUai'ION 
~ t _. -~ 
l ; 
,, 
il 
!I 
It 
il =-ri.~-r'l i 
i INTRODUCTION 
The purpose of this study is to discover the needs of 
second grade children in a town which is suburban, residential 
and near a metropolitan area. The analysis of the needs will 
be made in reference to the basal reader. 
Children coming to the second grade bring a wide variety 
of experiences. The home, the community, the first grade, and 
in some cases, the nursery school and the kindergarten have 
provided experiences for the child. At the second grade level, I 
many children are doing independent reading which they have 1 
never been able to do before. Some children come from homes 
where they have had opportunity for innumerable experiences, 
others from environments where experiences have been limited. II !i 
'i If a teacher knows a child's specific strengths and weak- il 
II 
II I! 
II 
nesses, she can direct his work in the light of his ability 
as well as his experiential background, and thus build up his 
feeling of security and success. 
Therefore, this study is an attempt to discover the ex- li 
I 
i perience background of 208 children in the 
I 
vocabulary using a diagnostic picture test 
II 
I 
second grade throughi 
I' 
for The ~ Work- 11 
11 ~ Books Second Reader, 
11 m11lan Company, 19.39. 
'I 
,, 
,, 
~ ~ ,!m, published by the Mac-
This is one part of a group study. 
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CHAPTER I 
PLAN OF STUDY 
In order to discover what types of experiences were 
11 necessary for the understanding of the second grade book, it 
II 
'I was suggested that a diagnostic picture test could be based II 
I on the words contained in the second grade basic reader. Thus, II 
il 
II 
II 
ii 
the teacher would have an actual experience record in the light II 
I! 
of what was to be read. !I 
The words which were to be tested through pictures were 
taken directly from The New ~-Play Books.l The book was: 
Second Reader, ~ Q!:Ql! Yl!· 
This study, then is an attempt to determine what exper-
iences the children of a given community have in reference to 
the basic reading book of grade two. 
The details involved in planning were: 
1. Reading basal reader, The New-Work Play Books 
Second Reader: ~Grow Yl!· 
2. Listing experiences found necessary to understand 
reader. Included in this list were: the airport, f,ishing, a 
grocery store, a lighthouse, the farm and ranch, the post 
office, helping father and mother, and gardens. 
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lArthur I. Gates., Huber, Miriam Blanton, Peardon, Celesteli 
Comegys. The New Work-Play Books. Macmillan Company, 1939. . 
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n 
J. ClassifYing experiences. 
The major areas selected were: Excursions, Transporta-
tion, Pets, Science, Construction, Home and Community, Food, li 
and Fairy Tales. II 
Table I shows the first classification of the experiences 
found 1n the Second Reader of the basic reader: ~ Grow ~. 
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TABLE I 
FIRST CLASSIFICATION OF EXPERIENCES 
(Tabulated from Second Reader: We Qt2!! .!!J2) 
I II III IV 
Excursions Transoortation Pets Science 
Sleigh Ride Sleigh Puppy Planting Bulbs 
Shoemaker Truck ltitten Observing 
plants 
Mail Car Mule Turtles 
Insects 
Fishing Boat 
Ranch Ponies 
Airport 
Lighthouse 
Construction 
of building 
v VI VII VIII 
Construction Home and 
Communi tv 
Food Fairy Tales 
Clay Help Mother Vegetables The Good Cat 
Jupie 
Sewing Help Father 
The Elves and 
Shearing Grocery Store the Shoemaker 
Cooking Post Office Brownie and 
his friends 
Concrete School 
Steel Beams Farm 
Rivets 
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4. Reorganizing the major areas in the basic reader. 
The first tabulations of the experiences from the Second 
Reader were reorganized and arranged under the following head-
ings: 
I People 
II Places 
III Play 
IV Proper Names 
v Science 
VI Transportation 
VII Miscellaneous 
At this time, it was felt that a more specific type of 
II 
I 
survey was necessary. Direct study of the vocabulary of the 
i basic reader was decided upon. 
1: 
Alphabetizing the vocabulary from the basic reader, ~~ !I s. 
~ Q!:2!! .YR. il 
1: 
6. 
?. 
Finding frequency of vocabulary in the reader. 
Checking frequency of vocabulary with The Inter-
:1 national Kindergarten Union List of words. This is A StudY £f. 
1
1 ~ Vocabulary £f. Children Before Entering ~ First Grade E£ 
i the Child Study Committee of the International Kindergarten 
Union. This list is distributed by The International Kinder-
garten Union, 1201 Sixteenth Street, N.W., Washington, D. c. 
The frequency indicates the use of the word in a five or 
six year old ch1ld1 s oral vocabulary. 
i 
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Table II shows the alphabetical arrangement of the vocabu-~~ 
lary from the basic reader, ~ ~ Qe, the frequency of the 
individual word in reader, and its frequency from the Inter-
national Kindergarten Union List. 
ahead 
air 
along 
ants 
arm 
as 
1 ask 
auntie 
babies 
bad 
1 bakes 
1 
balked 
i balker 
1l balking 
i ball 
!I bank 
11 bay 
I
. beacon 
. beams 
beautiful 
!: became 
i before 
1: behind 
:i believe 
'i bell 
'1! belong 
,I better :~ 
1 between 
:Bingo 
I, bird' s 
blizzard 
blow 
TABLE II 
VOCABULARY OF BASAL READER 
Frequency 
in Reader 
4 
4 
12 
31 
9 
69 
39 
16 
13 
~ 
5 
10 
ll 
7 
4 
8 
5 
12 
19 
5 
28 
13 
14 
5 
8 
12 
6 
45 
6 
7 
5 
Frequency from 
I.K.U. List 
98 
163 
54 
425 
179 
18 
36 
89 
263 
57 
34 
203 
37 
39 
144 
15 
288 
ll 
13 
77 
II 
li 
II 
II 
+~=--
!1 
II 
II 
Word 
board 
boat 
boats 
bottom 
bought 
bowls 
branch 
breakfast 
breath 
bridge 
bright 
brothers 
brownie 
brush 
1,\ bulbs 
'[:burning 
butterfly 
candy 
captain 
care 
carried 
carrots 
I 
catch 
caterpillar 
1 caught 
']cellar 
.
1 
cents 
1 chair 
11 change 
, Charlie 
II cheeks 
1
1 chew 
• clap 
I
, clay 
! climb 
1
1 clip-clop 
,• close 
il clothes 
1 coal 
·I cocoon 
! codfish 
" ("'. I 
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TABLE II 
VOCABULARY OF BASAL READER 
Frequency 
in Reader 
4 
28 
13 
5 
10 
43 
4 
8 
6 
5 
37 
20 
54 
5 
8 
6 
17 
4 
9 
14 
~ 
6 
16 
9 
23 
10 
8 
44 
~ 
4 
25 
33 
4 
5 
8 
8 
4 
6 
~I 
' I 
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Frequency from lj 
I.K.U. List 1 
159 
418 
17 
67 
7 
17 
63 
136 
17 
25 
35 
53 
9 
30 
55 
236 
10 
89 
9 
47 
130 
8 
103 
42 
53 
506 
29 
12 
11 
14 
107 
44 
73 
134 
86 
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TABLE II (continued) 
VOCABULARY OF BASAL READER 
Frequency Frequency from 
j, ~ in 'Bead,er I.K.U. List 
I' 
concrete 6 i: !! 
cook 34 77 
cotton 15 60 
country 4 145 
cove 4 
covered 12 19 
cowboy 9 15 
creature 16 
dance 6 60 
danced 6 10 
I dark 15 75 dig 17 36 
1 ding-dong 4 11 
'dirt 13 94 
I 
dirty 5 143 don't 24 1,282 
dressed 5 57 
1 dried 5 
j drive 11 61 
. ducks 4 61 
each 16 97 
early 11 48 
eaten 4 11 
edges 4 
elves 18 
enemies 5 
enough 16 262 
even 17 115 
evening 6 7 
ever 13 55 
everywhere 5 13 
face 52 181 
false 8 • 20 
family 5 37 far 16 105 
fast 7 152 
feast 10 
feel 8 80 
fence 7 90 
(". 
=-==--------=-=-==- ----· ------ ~-- - ------ . -- -----
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II, 
Word 
f'ew 
fingers 
fish 
fisherman 
fishermen 
f'ive 
flags 
flash 
flies 
flour 
flowers 
f'ly 
follow 
food 
foot 
footprint 
found 
Frank 
friendly 
frightened 
' frisky 
front 
Fundy 
garden 
given 
glass 
gnawed 
goes 
grapefruit 
great 
grew 
ground 
Gruff' 
hair 
hammock 
hand 
happier 
hard 
Harrison 
harvest 
TABLE II (continued) 
VOCABULARY OF BASAL READER 
Frequency 
in Reader 
11 
12 
38 
11 
9 
13 
4 
~ 
17 
' 4 15 
5 
14 
8 
28 
6 
7 
6 
6 
5 
15 
4 
7 
5 
8 
4 
10 
5 
17 
14 
6 
7 
19 
5 
24 
8 
5 
Frequency from 
I.K.U. List 
27 
31 
140 
277 
71 
28 
56 
367 
129 
11 
70 
94 
152 
179 
289 
79 
328 
15 
235 
12 
170 
202 
2.54 
2.54 
I J.O 
====*===~~ 
TABLE II (continued) 
VOCABULARY OF BASAL READER 
'I Frequency Frequency from 1: ~ in Reader I.K. U. List I II I; 
j
1 hatched 6 
. hear 9 136 
' heard 15 107 
heavy 12 46 
herder 6 
I' llerring 5 hides 11 
himself 16 21 
hook 4 14 
i, hot 11 138 
1 hours 4 
II Huff 10 
hum 4 
hung 9 29 
hunt 7 20 
I hunters 5 
. hunting 4 19 
j hurt 9 78 
' 
:1 I'll 4 970 
!1 Indian 32 88 
islands 13 
ivy 5 
I 
' i Jack 55 
I Jar 31 19 
1 Jean 20 
Johnny 42 
Jupie 39 
keep 18 274 'I I 
keeper 15 i 
'I kept 12 29 I, 
I knew 13 57 II 
ladder 5 42 1: land 16 29 II lantern 7 24 il 
last 17 343 I' " " late 6 59 I; 
later 6 1: ,, 
lay 8 38 
,, 
!i 
,, 
!! 
--===--------- ----~---
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TABLE II (continued) 
VOCABULARY OF BASAL READER 
Frequency Frequency from 
I Word in Reader I. K. U. List I 
" 
I lazy 4 12 
I learn 10 29 
\ leather 7 25 
II leaves 13 176 left 24 84 
1, Lewis 48 
i lie 6 7 
lighthouse 24 
lights 19 79 
line 8 105 
1 
listens 4 82 
\ lobster 6 
1 locked 4 19 
lodge 7 
lost 4 82 
lot 8 355 
machine 11 107 
mail 26 43 
mainland 8 
maple 13 11 
Mary 12 
Matthey 5 
may 8 272 
maybe 11 187 
mean 4 129 
might 5 179 
miles 5 8 
minutes 11 10 ,, 
, mittens 4 r: 
mix 4 14 I; 
money 12 235 II 
more 32 868 
I most e 26 
mountains 8 16' 
1 mouse 10 62 
, mouth 5 89 
, move 10 122 
! Mrs. 6 148 
mule 56 18 
must 15 232 
myself 4 172 
,1, 
,, 
I 
~--------
~ :: .. ::: --:=-:----:-;-_-_ :__:_ _ ___Jb-. ._ 
name 
Nancy-Belle 
1 
narcissus 
near 
nearly 
neck 
news 
nine 
1 noise 
nothing 
oats 
ocean 
o'clock 
oil 
only 
orange 
1 
own 
Pablo 
packages 
paint 
pair 
party 
, pat 
:paws 
pebbles 
penguin 
piece 
pies 
pile 
pilot 
place 
plan 
plants 
plow 
piille 
ponies 
pool 
poor .. 
porch 
post office 
TABLE II (continued) 
VOCABULARY OF BASAL READER 
Frequency 
in Reader 
12 
6 
5 
9 
5 
5 
19 
4 
5 
5 
4 
6 
9 
4 
17 
5 
5 
6 
4 
1.3 
14 
4 
7 
8 
4 
.31 
20 
6 
10 
7 
18 
8 
22 
4 
4 
22 
10 
10 
8 
5 
Frequency from 
I.K.U. List 
96 
41 
66 
89 
70 
152 
17 
.32 
52 
48 
28.3 
219 
110 
205 
76 
217 
17 
210 
.37 
60 
26.3 
16 
60 
.38 
14 
40 
102 
28 
12 
~ 
pot 
potato 
pranced 
pretty 
Prince 
I 
Puf:f 
pumped 
I 
queer 
quiet 
radio 
ragged 
rags 
ranch 
reach 
real 
'! ~=~=~~t 
ringing 
rivets 
road 
1'oars 
rocks 
room 
1 roots 
ropes 
round 
Rover 
rubber 
rug 
run 
runners 
same 
sand 
sandy 
say 
scales 
scenes 
scold 
i Scratch 
, seat 
TABLE II (continued) 
VOCABULARY OF BASAL READER 
Frequency 
1n Reader 
7 
~ 
7 
10 
11 
6 
16 
5 
21 
4 
4 
19 
10 
6 
17 
5 
4 
7 
27 
5 
15 
12 
14 
17 
11 
5 
5 g 
4 
5 
10 
4 
. 20 
4 
7 
4 
8 
5 
Frequency from 
I.K.U. List 
40 
46 
543 
42 
34 
8 
24 
212 
79 
65 
34 
155 
13 
267 
42 
52 
293 
130 
216 
816 
73 
··-----~-~----c.- =r--~·~~-
1 
I' 
TABLE II (continued) 
VOCABULARY OF BASAL READER 
Frequency 
in Reader 
secrets 7 
~~s 4 
seen 16 
sell 
6
1 
set 
sew 10 
shall 6 
shear 5 
sheep 37 
shells 6 
shining 11 
shoemaker 36 
shoes 21 
should 20 
shovel 9 
show 12 
shutter 4 
signals 13 
sisters 34 
Frequency from 
I.K.U. List 
85 
225 
56 
78 
79 
239 
8 
111 
13 
11 
179 
242 
33 
J80 
.sH 5 
20 
338 
138 
24 
79 
sky 37 
sltigh 9 
slide 9 
1 smack 4 
~~~~1 8 
11 smooth 9 
snapping 23 
soft 5 
softly 4 
soon 15 
soup 5 
South 4 
spent 7 
splash 6 
111 
38 
81 
129 
55 
40 
spots 16 9 
stairs 5 40 
stand 12 217 
start 11 132 
started 19 80 
station 
6
5 47 
steam 47 
steel 11 
step 6 89 =====~~==========~==· - ··-- ___ j ______ _ -- -~-----T----~-
(1. 
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TABLE II ( continued) 
I: VOCABULARY OF BASAL READER 
II Frequency Frequency from li Word in Reader I.K.U. List !! 
stitch 6 11 
stones 4 17 
stood 9 12 
stopped 9 37 :; 
stops 12 22 il II I' 
storm · 14 27 I 
stove 8 109 ii 
straw 8 115 
string 11 141 
such 9 67 
suddenly 5 
sun 11 185 
sunshine 4 30 
sure lJ 188 
swallowtail 9 
I sweet 6 58 
[I swim 11 49 
I tablecloth 12 16 i taken 6 31 
I talk 21 116 
teach 5 11 
teacher 9 419 
! telephone 11 6.5 
I ten 5 113 
II terrible 10 9 
thin 4 1.5 
those 7 51.5 
though 24 90 
tho\l,ght 36 136 
thresh 6 
threshers 14 
through 19 308 
'throws 16 
tied 4 38 
tiny 25 64 
I tired 6 42 
i, together 17 141 
,1 told 18 276 
i!Tommy 30 
1 tonight 4 28 
tops 24 9 
II 
' I 16 
I 
" TABLE II (continued) 
VOCABULARY OF BASAL READER 
Frequency Frequency from 
Word in Reader I.K.U. List 
tossed 4 
toward 6 
tracks 6 51 
tried 11 62 
trot 8 
trucks 7 11 
try 11 103 
turn 6 250 
turtles 45 
twenty 5 43 
ugly 46 
upon 4 116 
i wait 6 161 
wake 5 24 
walk 26 270 
war 6 33 ! warriors 8 
'wash 7 251 
watch 18 155 
weather 14 22 
well 26 320 
wet 4 61 
1 wharf 9 
wheat 12 123 I 
while 11 147 I 
whinnied 4 ! 
wind 10 171 II windmill 4 30 
wings 4 33 
,, 
wish 7 178 
woke 5 14 
wool 5 36 
worried 6 
yap 15 
Zeb 50 
8. Arranging words from vocabulary of the basic reader, '1 1 
,... ~ ~ .!:til, in major areas. Jl 
~---- ~ --------- --
1! 
li jl 
,I 
I 
Table III shows the arrangement of the words from the 
; basic reader in seven major areas. 
TABLE III 
il 
FINAL CLASSIFICATION OF WORDS IN AREAS 
(Four hundred thirty words) 
II Miscellaneous 
i 
as 
beautifUl 
became 
don't 
goes 
himself 
I' 11 
must 
myself 
pretty 
really 
seen 
shall 
should 
such 
I 
those 
though 
People 
auntie 
babies 
brothers 
brownie 
captain 
cook 
cowboy 
creature 
elves 
enemies 
family 
fisherman 
fishermen 
herller 
hunters 
Indian 
keeper 
pilot 
shoemaker 
sisters 
teacher 
threshers 
warriors 
--~-==-----==__;_-
Places 
bank 
bay 
cellar 
country 
cove 
edges 
fence 
islands 
ladder 
lighthouse 
lodge 
mainland 
mountains 
ocean 
pole 
pool 
porch 
post office 
ranch 
road 
room 
South 
stairs 
station 
step 
well 
wharf 
windmill 
il 
I', 
,, 
:: 
ask 
bad 
bakes 
balked 
balker 
balking 
ball 
believe 
bought 
brush 
burning 
care 
carried 
catch 
caught 
change 
chew 
clap 
'climb 
clip-clop 
close 
covered 
dance 
danced 
i dig 
!I dressed 
drive 
eaten 
false 
fly 
found 
friendly 
I frightened 
frisky 
given 
gnawed 
hammock 
happier 
hides 
hung 
hunt 
hunting 
TABLE III (continued) 
FINAL CLASSIFICATION OF WORDS IN AREAS 
(Four hundred thirty words) 
.f.!AI Proper Names 
keep teach Bingo 
kept thought Charlie 
knew thresh Frank 
lay through Fundy 
learn throws Gruff 
lie tied Harrison 
listens tired Huff 
locked told Jack 
lost tops Jean 
mix tossed Johnny 
move tried Jupie 
party trot Lewis 
pat try Mary 
pile turn Matthey 
plan upon Mrs. 
poor wait Nancy-Belle 
pranced wake Pablo 
pumped walk Prince 
queer war Puff 
quiet wash Rover 
ragged watch Scratch 
roars whinnied Swallowtail 
run wish Tommy 
say woke Zeb 
scold worried 
sell yap 
set 
sew 
shear 
show 
sit 
slide 
smack 
snapping 
spent 
splash 
stand 
stood 
stopped 
stops 
swim 
taken 
_-_.::-===-=-:-_--::---=-:::__--:::==---. -----:-__:_::_:-___ ------
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TABLE III (continued) 
FINAL CLASSIFICATION OF WORDS IN AREAS 
(Four hundred thirty words) 
Science (continued) 
tonight 
Transportation 
boat 
mule 
ponies 
sleigh 
trucks 
toward 
tracks 
turtles 
twenty 
ugly 
weather 
wet 
wheat 
while 
wind 
wings 
wool 
9. Final selection of words. 
All the words from the vocabulary of the basic reader 
could not be included in the diagnostic picture test. It was 
suggested that certain words could be eliminated from the test. 
The following plan was decided upon for excluding words: 
All proper names, words with a frequency of more than fifty on 
the I. K. u. List, words with a frequency of less than four in 
the basic reader, pronouns, some adjectives, some adverbs and 
some verbs. 
10. Choosing one hundred words and twenty sample words. 
After eliminating words by the method mentioned above, 
there were still too many words to handle efficiently in a 
survey test. The one hundred words to be used in the test were 
chosen in the following way: Words which were in the vocabu- ii 
I 
·c.·_c,_occ-.c=~•~~~i-----,- ,-= 
' 
lary of the reader but did not appear on the I. K. U. List, 
words which had a frequency of less than fifty on the I. K. u. 
List, and words which had a frequency of four or more in the 
reader. 
The vocabulary for the sample test were words with high 
frequency both in basic reader and on the I. K. U. List. The 
purpose of this test was to give the boys and girls practice 
in getting acquainted with.the type of test and directions. 
Table IV shows one hundred words and twenty sample words 
to be included in the diagnostic test. 
'I 
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TABLE IV 
WORDS TO BE INCLUDED IN TEST 
Sample Words 
ahead false package boat 
feast paws branch 
II 
bakes fisherman pebbles bridge balking flash penguin brownie bay footprints pilot brush 
I' beacon follow plants butterfly 
II beam friendly ponies between frisky pool dirt 
I' blizzard post office boots gnawed pumped fence bought grapefruit fish bowls queer flowers breath happier 
bulbs hatched radio ground herder rags 
captain hook ranch hammock 
carried hunters rivets 
I carrots roots land ' 
" caterpillar islands ropes 
II i 
cent ivy runners plow 
I cheeks potato I, 
'I chew Jar shear 
! 
I 
coal shells l' sheep I lantern shoemaker i cocoon shoes I codfish lie shovel stairs I I concrete lighthouse shutters I 
covered lobster signal teacher 
II cowboy locked sleigh telephone 
creature lodge spent 
!I I steel 
mainland I. 1 danced II 
' 
11 ding-dong mittens tablecloth 1: 
mountains thin I' 
I 1, elves mouth tops 
!I enemies ! mule tossed 
11 evening toward 
I! narcissus trot news truck ll turtle II 
warriors 
wharf 
" ----- - -
---------
-
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Table V shows the one hundred words chosen for the diag-
l nostic test classified in areas. Five areas are included in 
the test. In the area of People, eleven words; Places, ten 
1 words; ~. twenty-one words; Science, fifty-four words; and 
I' !I Transportation, four words. 
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TABLE V 
CLASSIFICATION IN AREAS WORDS TO BE TESTED 
I 
I 
II People ~ Science Science 
'I captain bakes ahead penguin 
li cowboy balking beacon plants 
j creature bought beams radio 
I elves carried between rags enemies chew blizzard rivets 
fisherman covered boots roots 
herder danced bowls ropes 
hunters false breath runners 
pilot friendly bulbs shells 
shoemaker frisky carrots shovel 
warriors gnawed caterpillar shutter 
happier cents signals 
lie cheeks steel 
Places looked coal tablecloth 
pumped cocoon thin 
bay queer codfish toward 
islands shear concrete turtles 
lighthouse spent ding-dong 
lodge tops evening 
' mainland tossed feast Trans12ortation 
mountains trot flash 
11 pool follow mule 
1. post office footprints ponies 
11 ranch grapefruit sleigh 
. wharf hatched trucks 
hook 
ivy jar 
lantern 
lobster 
mittens 
mouth 
narcissus 
news 
packages 
paws 
pebbles ' I' 
,I ,, 
,, 
II 
II 
:i 
' •I 
li 
li 
rr 1, 
\i 
'· 
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II 
l1 
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The final classification of words, as taken from 
the~==----
'i basic reader, is shown 1n Table V. It was these one hundred 
words which were incorporated into the test. The test then 
served as a basis for checking the second grade classes on 
their background experiences. 
11. Construction of the test. 
The next step was the construction of the test which was 
to be used by the teachers. The test would serve as a means 
of tabulating the experience background of each child in the 
second grades selected for the test. 
For ease and facility of checking the second grade chil-
' 
i 
I 
ij 
dren on the experiences, the test was prepared for each " 
:i 
teacherll 
who was to carry out the investigation. The test was a mul-
tiple choice type. The experiences which were to be tested by 
words were presented in pictures. 
The test consisted of eleven pages, ten pages on which 
the pictures were presented. 
I divided into six boxes. 
Each of the ten pages was 
In each box three pictures appeared, 
lj the first box on each page was the sample for the page. Two 
:1 words in each box were tested through pictures. Twelve words, 
ij two sample words and ten words of actual test, were tested on 
I 
1
1 each page. 
'i 
., 
1 was 
·i 
The test was administered to the entire group. One page 
given each day for ten days. The working time was about 
,I seven minutes per page. 
:! 
I 
' 
I, I 
I 
I 
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The directions in administering the test were of two 
Find the flowers. Draw a line around the right pic-
ture. 
Which is the butterfly? Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
The first page contained the in~ormation necessary to 
complete the study. The following items were included: 
l. Name of child 
2. Name of school 
J. Date of birth 
4. Sex 
A copy of the test and the directions, which each second 
grade was given, will be found in the Appendix of this study. 
12. Securing the permission and cooperation of the 
Superintendent of Schools and the second grade teachers-in the j 
schools in the town where the survey took place. ! 
Permission was obtained from the Superintendent of Schools! 
to use the second grades in the town for the test. Eleven 
second grade teachers in six different schools volunteered to 
fl ,, 
!I 
!I 
II 
parti:::a::h::l:h:e::u::ated in different sections of the ii 
town. The children came from industrial and professional type il ]! 
II 
homes, representing high, middle, and low socio-economic levels., 
I 
Thus, the children included in the survey represent a town 
which is suburban, residential and near a metropolitan area. 
II i1 
1: 
! 
i 
i, 
! 
·-,.-
' 
,I 
i' 
The total number of children in the survey WflS 208, 113 I' 
'I 
boys and 95 girls. Their chronological ages ranged from six 1! 
I 
years, nine months to nine years, four months. i 
I 
li ,, 
' Table VI shows the mean chronological age of the children.! 
TABLE VI 
MEAN CHRONOLOGICAL AGES 
Number Mean 
C.A. 
Boys 113 91.82 mos. 
Girls 95 90.81 mos. 
S.D. 
5.16 
3.29 
I 
i 
I 
i 
The tests were administered by the classroom teachers in 11 
,I 
February. For convenience, the six schools utilized were givenll 
the alphabetical letters A, B, C, D, E, and F to represent themi 
I, :::: =-~::':.:·:~,.:~· ~ou1te of th1o ~alre1e ~ p~-~ 
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CHAPI'ER II 
ANALYSIS OF DATA 
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CHAP!'ER II 
ANALYSIS OF DATA 
" 
The data obtained from the diagnostic picture test con-
i 
I 
1
1 cerning the background experience necessary for reading The 
II 
!i ~ ~-~ Books were analyzed to discover: 
I 
1. The experience areas known. 
i( 2. The experience areas which were unfamiliar. 
'I 
I 
1 classrooms included 1n the study. 
J. A sex difference study in the same areas. 
Table VII shows the number of children in the eleven 
TABLE VII 
CHILDREN IN CLASSROOMS 
Schools Room 1 Room ::> Room "! Total Total Total Bovs Girls BO-Y's Girls Bo-vs Girls Bovs Girls Chil. 
1 A 4 a ~ ~ 1~ 4 20 1'5 ~'5 
2. B 11 12 14 11 2'5 21 48 
~. c 1" Q l'i Q 24 
4. D 14 10 14 10 24 
s. E 1 6 12 1" 13 21 '34 
6 F 1~ 10 1~ 7 26 17 4~ 
Total '>8 ')') 42 '36 1'3 4 11~ Q') 208 
" 
I Eight rooms included only second grade children, two were 
combination first and second grades, and one was a combination 
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second and third grade. The classes ranged in size from 
twenty-seven in the largest class to six in the smallest class. il 
Table VIII shows the mean score of the group. 
TABLE VIII 
MEAN SCORE OF TOTAL POPULATION 
Number of 
Children Mean Score S D 
208 82.07 8.43 
The scores ranged from 99 to 50. There was no item which 
was known to all of the children and no item which was not 
known to some. 
Table IX shows the comparison of the boys and girls. 
TABLE IX 
COMPARISON OF SCORES FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 
Number Mean S.D. S.E. Di:ff. S.Ei:l C.R. 
Boys 113 80.31 8.70 .81 
95 
2.35 1.14 2. OE 
Girls 82.66 7.92 .81 
The mean score for the girls was 82.66 compared to 80.31 
for the boys. The critical ratio of 2.06 shows there are 94 
chances in 100 this is a true difference. 
I 
:! 
:: 
II 
,, 
il 
!I 
'· 80 
! Table X shows the number of responses of the entire group 1 II 
II 
! 
of 208 second grade children arranged in areas. 
TABLE X 
RESPONSES IN FIVE EXPERIENCE AREAS 
Total Number Per Cent 
Are"' Possible Correct of Groun 
1. Transportation 832 ?49 90.0 
2. People 2,288 1,914 83.6 
3· Science 11,232 9,292 82.? 
4. Play 4,368 3,595 82.5 
5. Places 2,080 1,386 66.5 
Transportation is the area With the greatest knowledge, 
90 per cent; Places is the lowest, 66.5 per cent. 
Tables XI, XII, XIII, XIV, XV show the distribution of 
responses 1n each area for the 208 children. 
. 
TABLE XI 
TRANSPORTATION 
Exneriences Number 
sleigh 20? 
truck 205 
mule 199 
ponies 138 
Total 749 
Per Cent 
99.5 
98.5 
95.6 
66.3 
90.0 
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li 
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it 
Ext>eriences 
shoemaker 
cowboy 
elves 
captain 
pilot 
fisherman 
creature 
hunters 
warriors 
enemies 
herder 
Tota.1 
TABLE XII 
PEOPLE 
Number 
207 
2o6 
2o6 
202 
199 
197 
167 
166 
149 
127 
88 
l.Ql4 
Per Cent 
99.5 
99.0 
99.0 
97.1 
95.6 
94.7 
80.2 
79.8 
71.6 
60.9 
42.2 
81.6 
I 
I 
.I 
:I 
:i 
-r 
I' 
,I 
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1: 
I 
II 
'I 
II 
' I 
I 
I 
'I J, 
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II 
I' 
:I' 
I. 
II 
Experiences 
rags 
turtle 
cent jar 
package 
shovel 
lantern 
radio 
boots 
bowls 
carrots 
paws 
rivets 
shutters 
tablecloth 
caterpillar 
coal 
ding-dong 
mouth 
penguin 
pebbles 
blizzard 
grapefruit 
beacon 
lobster 
mittens 
thin 
No. 
207 
206 
205 
205 
205 
205 
204 
204 
203 
203 
203 
203 
202 
202 
202 
201 
201 
201 
201 
201 
199 
198 
198 
197 
197 
196 
196 
TABLE XIII 
SCIENCE 
Per 
Cent ExPeriences 
99·5 news 
99.0 feast 
98.5 plants 
98.5 roots 
98.5 signal 
98.5 codfish 
98.1 ivy 
98.1 toward 
97.6 breath 
97.6 bulbs 
97.6 hook 
97.6 cocoon 
97.1 narcissus 
97.1 steel 
97.1 hatched 
96.6 flash 
96.6 footprints 
96.6 shells 
96.6 runners 
96.6 concrete 
95.6 ropes 
95.1 follow 
95.1 ahead 
94.7 evening 
94.7 between 
94.2 beam 
94.2 cheeks 
Total 
-II =~o~~~=-- - - ----- -----
1 
No. 
195 
193 
193 
193 
192 
191 
189 
188 
187 
181 
181 
174 
169 
169 
153 
152 
143 
126 
109 
98 
94 
80 
73 
71 
67 
51 
35 
q 292 
Per 
Cent 
93·7 
92.7 
92.7 
92.7 
92.2 
91.8 
90.8 
90.3 
89.9 
87.0 
87.0 
83.6 
81.2 
81.2 
73.5 
73.1 
68.7 
60.5 
52.4 
47.0 
45.1 
38.4 
35.0 
34.1 
32.2 ' 
24.5 
16.8 
82.7 
'I 
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Experiences 
tops 
locked 
lie 
bought 
danced 
trot 
bakes 
false 
chew 
covered 
spent 
tossed 
gnawed 
friendly 
frisky 
queer 
happier 
balking 
shear 
pumped 
carried 
Total 
-- --·=-,fo=== 
'I 
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TABLE XIV 
PLAY 
Number 
205 
204 
203 
201 
200 
199 
197 
195 
193 
193 
191 
189 
187 
179 
178 
176 
167 
141 
131 
39 
27 
3,595 
Per Cent 
98.5 
98.1 
97.6 
96.6 
96.1 
95.6 
94.7 
93·7 
92.7 
92.7 
91.8 
90.8 
89.9 
86.1 
85.5 
84.6 
80.2 
67.7 
62.9 
18.7 
12.9 
82.5 
.I 
' 
li 
II 
'I 
' 
'I 
!I 
II 
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!I jl 
!I 
:I 
,j 
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i 
II 
'I 
Ex'Deriences 
mountains 
pool 
post office 
lighthouse 
ranch 
lodge 
wharf 
bay 
mainland 
islands 
TotAl 
TABLE XV 
PLACES 
Number 
202 
202 
200 
187 
143 
142 
126 
88 
50 
46 
1,:1§6 
Per Cent 
97.1 
97.1 
96.1 
89.9 
68.7 
68.2 
60.5 
42.2 
24.0 
22.1 
66. ~ 
Tables XVI, XVII, XVIII, XIX, XX, XXI show the responses 
for boys and girls by areas. 
34 
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TABLE XVI 
FIVE EXPERIENCE AREAS 
Girls Boys 
Areas Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
1. Transportation ]42 90.0 407 90.0 
2. People 889 8.5.0 1,02.5 82.4 
]. Science 4,212 82.1 4,980 81.6 
4. Play 1,687 8.5.0 1,908 80.4 
.5. Places 6.51 68 • .5 73.5 6.5.0 
Transportation was the highest for both boys and girls 
and Places the lowest. The girls had a slightly higher per-
centage for E1§z than Science while the reverse was true for 
the boys. 
: TABLE XVII 
'I 
I' I TRANSPORI'ATION I, 
. 
Girls Bo:Y s 
ExPeriences Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
sleigh 9.5 100.0 112 99.1 
truck 9.5 100.0 110 97.] 
mule 91 9.5.7 108 9.5 • .5 
ponies 61 64.2 77 68.1 
Total 142 90.0 407 90 0 
The Transportation area indicates that over 9.5 per cent 
,, 
1: 
I' 
I, 
' ,, 
I 
II 
II 
I 
I 
II 
I' 
35 
' 
I 
of the boys and girls were familiar with three of the four 
experiences. 
Exoeriences 
shoemaker 
cowboy 
elves 
fisherman 
pilot 
captain 
hunters 
creature 
warriors 
enemies 
herder 
Total 
TABLE XVIII 
PEOPLE 
Gi ls 
Number Per Cent 
9.5 100.0 
9.5 100.0 
9.5 100.0 
88 92.6 
91 9.5.7 
9.5 100.0 
7.5 78.9 
86 90 • .5 
68 71.4 
.58 61.0 
4.3 4.5.2 
889 8 '5 0 
BoJS 
Number Per Cent 
112 99.1 
111 98.2 
111 98.2 
109 96.4 
108 9.5 • .5 
107 94.6 
91 80 • .5 
81 71.6 
81 71.6 
69 61.0 
4.5 .39.8 
1 02'5 82 4 
In this area, 7.5 per cent of the boys and girls were 
familiar with seven of the eleven experiences. The least 
1 familiar in each instance was herder. 
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Girls 
Per 
Ex"Deriences No Cent 
cent 9.3 97.8 jar 93 97.8 
rags 95 100.0 
turtle 94 98.9 
bowls 92 96.8 
lantern 93 97.8 
shovel 94 98.9 
tablecloth 91 95.7 
boots 93 97.8 
caterpillar 91 95.7 
package 95 JDO.O 
rivets 92 96.8 
carrots 94 98.9 
paws 94 98~9 
radio 9.3 97.8 
shutters 93 97.8 
mouth 93 97.8 
pebbles 91 95.7 
penguin ~~ 97.8 coal 98.9 
grapefruit 91 95.7 
lobster 90 94.6 
beacon 91 95.7 
ding-dong 95 JDO.O 
blizzard 93 97·8 
news ~~ 94.6 mittens 96.8 
Over 75 per cent 
TABLE XIX 
SCIENCE 
Boors 
Per 
No Cent IEx"Deriences 
112 99.1 plants 
112 99.1 roots 
112 99.1 thin 
112 99.1 feast 
111 98.2 codfish 
111 98.2 ivy 
111 98.2 signal 
111 98.2 toward 
110 97.3 breath 
110 97.3 hook 
110 97.3 steel 
110 97.3 bulbs 
109 96.4 cocoon 
109 96.4 narcissus-
109 96.4 hatched 
109 96.4 footprints 
108 95.5 flash 
108 95.5 runners 
108 95.5 shells 
107 94.6 concrete 
107 94.6 ropes 
107 94.6 follow 
106 9.3.8 ahead 
106 93.8 evening 
105 92.9 between 
105 92.9 beam 
104 92.0 cheeks 
Total 
~m 
I. ,, 
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Girls Boys 
Per Per 
No. Cent No. Cent 
89 9J.6 104 92. c 
89 93.6 104 92.0 
92 96.8 104 92.0 
90 94.6 103 91.1 
91 95.7 100 88.4 
89 93.6 100 88.4 
92 96.8 100 88.4 
88 92.6 100 88.4 
88 92.6 99 87.5 
87 91.5 94 83.1 
76 80.0 93 82.3 
89 93.6 ,92 81.4 
86 90.5 88 77.8 
82 86.3 87 76.9 
68 71.4 85 75.2 
59 62.1 84 74.3 
71 74.7 81 11:Z 4.3 45.2 66 58. 
66 69.4 60 5.3:~ 41 43.1 57 so. 
44 46.J 50 44:~ 
.32 33.7 48 42. 
30 31.5 45 39.8 
35 36.8 36 31.8 
J4 35.8 JJ 29.2 
23 24.2 28 24.{ 
15 15.8 20 17.? 
4212 82.1~0 81.~ 
jl 
I 
I. 
'I 
I 
of the boys and girls made correct re-
1 sponses to forty-one items. There appears to be several pro-
I blems in this area. 
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Exneriences 
lie 
tops 
locked 
bought 
danced 
trot 
bakes . 
chew 
covered 
gnawed 
tossed 
false 
spent 
friendly 
frisky 
queer 
happier 
shear 
balking 
pumped 
carried 
Total 
TABLE XX 
PLAY 
Girls 
Number Per Cent 
92 96.8 
94 98.9 
94 98.9 
93 97.8 
94 98.9 
93 97.8 
92 96.8 
90 94.6 
90 94.6 
84 88.4 
86 90.5 
93 97.8 
93 97.8 
85 89.4 
84 88.4 
83 87.3 
81 85.2 
61 64.2 
73 77.4 
18 18.9 
14 14.7 
1 687 as o 
BoYs 
Number 
111 
111 
110 
108 
106 
106 
105 
103 
103 
103 
103 
102 
98 
94 
94 
93 
86 
70 
68 
21 
13 
1_._908 
Per Cent 
98.2 
98.2 
97.3 
95.5 
93.8 
93.8 
92.9 
91.1 
91.1 
91.1 
91.1 
90.2 
86.7 
83.1 
83.1 
82.3 
76.0 
61.9 
60.1 
18.5 
11.5 
80.4 
Seventy-five per cent of the boys and girls were familiar 
with seventeen of the twenty-one experiences. Shear, pumped, 
carried were the most difficult items in this grou~ 
i 
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Exueriences 
mountains 
post office 
pool 
lighthouse 
lodge 
ranch 
wharf 
F 
'i bay 
islands 
mainland 
Total 
TABLE XXI 
PLACES 
Gir s 
Number Per Cent 
92 96.8 
91 95.7 
94 98.9 
85 89.4 
66 69.4 
70 73.6 
60 63.1 
40 42.1 
23 24.2 
30 31.5 
651 68.5 
Boys 
.tlumJ:>er Per Cent 
110 97.3 
109 96.4 
108 95.5 
102 90.2 
76 67.2 
73 64.6 
66 58.4 
48 42.4 
23 20.3 
20 17.7 
735 65.0 
Seventy-five per cent of the boys and girls were familiar 
with four of the ten experiences. 
Table XXII shows the per cent of children who made correct 
·i 
~1 responses in the five areas. 
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II. 
III. 
IV. 
v. 
Areas 
People 
Places 
Play 
Science 
TABLE XXII 
NUMBER OF BACKGROUND EXPERIENCES 
BY AREAS OF EXPERIENCE 
Possible No. Responses 
No. Responses Group 
2,288 1,914 
2,080 1,386 
4,368 3,595 
11,232 9,292 
Transport at ion 832 749 
Total Exoeriences 20 800 16.916 
II 
!. 40 
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II 
;I 
'I 
' ~ 
! ~ 
I 
Per Cent ·1 
of GrouJ I 
83.6 I 
66.S 
82.s 
82.7 
90.0 
' 
81_._4 
' 
Table XXIII shows the words arranged according to diffi-
culty. 
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" TABLE XXIII 
WORDS ACCORDING TO DIFFICULTY 
No. Per Cent 
Experiences With With Experiences 
1. rags 207 99.5 41. bakes 
2. shoemaker 207 99.5 42. beacon 
J. sleigh 207 99.5 4). fisherman 
4. cowboy 2o6 99.0 44. lobster 
5- elves 2o6 99.0 45. mittens 
I 6. turtle 2o6 99.0 46. thin 
7. cent 205 98.5 47. false 
8. jar ~ 205 98.5 48. news 
9. package 205 98.5 49. chew 
10. shovel 205 98.5 50. covered 
11. tops 205 98.5 51. feast 
12. truck 205 98.5 52. plants 
1). lantern 204 98.1 53. roots 
14. locked 204 98.1 54. signal 
15. radio 204 98.1 55. codfish 
16. boots 203 97.6 56. spent 
17. bowls 203 97.6 57. ivy 
18. carrots 203 97.6 58. tossed 
19. lie 203 97.6 59. toward 
20. paws 203 97.6 60. breath 
21. captain 202 97.1 61. gnawed 
22. mountains 202 97.1 62. ligh1ilDUSE 
2). pool 202 97-1 6). bulbs 
24. rivets 202 97.1 64. hook 
25. shutters 202 97.1 65. friendly 
26. tablecloth 202 97-1 66. frisky 
27. bought 201 96.6 67. queer 
28. caterpillar 201 96.6 68. cocoon 
29. coal 201 96.6 69. narcissus 
I 
JO. ding-dong 201 96.6 70. steel 
31. mouth 201 96.6 71. creature 
I )2. penguin 201 96.6 72. happier JJ. danced 200 96.1 73. hunters )4. post office 200 96.1 74. hatched 
35. mule 199 95.6 75. flash 
I 
)6. pebbles 199 95.6 76. warriors 
I 37. pilot 199 95.6 77. footprtnts I' )8. trot 199 95.6 78. ranch 
I 39· blizzard 198 95.1 79. lodge 
I 40. grapefruit 198 95.1 80. balking 
~ -
No. 
With 
197 
197 
197 
197 
196 
196 
195 
195 
193 
193 
193 
193 
193 
192 
191 
191 
189 
189 
188 
187 
187 
187 
181 
181 
179 
178 
176 
174 
169 
169 
167 
167 
166 
153 
152 
149 
143 
143 
142 
141 
Per Cent 
With 
94.7 
94.7 
94.7 
94.7 
94.2 
94.2 
93.7 
93.7 
92.7 
92.7 
92.7 
92.7 
92.7 
92.2 
91.8 
91.8 
90.8 
90.8 
90.) 
89.9 
89.9 
89.9 
87.0 
87.0 
86.1 
85.5 
84.6 
8).6 
81.2 
81.2 
80.2 
80.2 
79.8 
73.5 
73.1 
71.6 
68.7 
68.7 
68.2 
67.7 
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I ExDeriences 
81. ponies 
I 82. shear 83. enemies 
II 84. shells as. wharf 
1': 
86. runners 
lj 87. concrete 88. ropes 
li, 89. bay 
II 90. herder 
il 
TABLE XXIII (continued) 
WORDS ACCORDING TO DIFFICULTY 
No. Per Cent No. 
With With I Ex'Deriences With 
138 66.3 91. follow 80 
131 62.9 92. ahead 73 
127 60.9 93· evening 71 
126 60.5 94. between 67 
126 60.5 95- beam '.51 
109 52.4 96. mainland 50 
98 47.0 97. islands 46 
94 45.1 98. pumped 39 
88 42.2 99- cheeks 35 
88 42.2 100. carried 27 
Per O:nt 
With 
38.4 
35.0 
34.1 
32.2 
24.5 
24.0 
22.1 
18.7 
16.8 
12.9 
!I ii 
II 42 
1r ,, 
I 
I 
i 
! 
I 
li 
I 
No word was known by all of the children. There was no 11 
word that was not known by at least 12 per cent of the childre~ 
I 
Table XXIV shows the scores for the boys and girls on the 
1
1 total test. II 
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TABLE XXIV 
SCORES OF BOYS AND GIRLS 
113 %of 9.5 % of 113 ~ of 9.5 ~ of 1: I 
ExPerience Boys Boys Girls Girls Ex_per1ence BQYS Bqy-s G~rls Girls I 
I 
1. cent 112 99·1 93 97.8 26. radio 109 96.4 93 97.8 
II 
2. Jar 112 99·1 93 97.8 27. shutters 109 96.4 93 97.8 3. rags 112 99·1 9.5 100.0 28. bought 108 9.5 • .5 93 97.8 4. shoemaker 112 99.1 9.5 100.0 29. mouth 108 9.5 • .5 93 97.8 
.5. sleigh 112 99.1 9.5 100.0 30. mule 108 9.5 • .5 91 9.5.7 6. turtle 112 99·1 94 98.9 31. pebbles 108 9.5 • .5 91 9.5.7 
7. bowls 111 98.2 92 96.8 32. penguin 108 9.5 • .5 93 97.8 8. cowboy 111 98.2 9.5 100.0 33. pilot 108 9.5 • .5 91 9.5.7 9. elves 111 98.2 9.5 100.0 34. pool 108 9.5 • .5 94 98.9 
10. lantern 111 98.2 93 97.8 3.5. captain 107 94.6 9.5 100.0 
11. lie 111 98.2 92 96.8 36. coal 107 94.6 94 98.9 
12. shovel 111 98.2 94 98.9 37. grape:fhtt 107 94.6 91 9.5.7 
13. tableclot.ll 111 98.2 91 9.5.7 38. lobster 107 94.6 90 94.6 
14. tops 111 98.2 94 98.9 39. beacon 106 93.8 91 9.5.7 
1.5. boots 110 97·3 93 97.8 40. danced 106 93.8 94 98.9 16. caterpn, ... 110 97·3 91 9.5.7 41. ding-do~ 106 93.8 9.5 100.0 
17. locked 110 97.3 94 98.9 42. trot 106 93.8 93 97.8 
18. mountains 110 97·3 92 96.8 43. bakes 10.5 92.9 92 96.8 
19. package 110 97·3 9.5 100.0 44. blizzard 10.5 92.9 93 97.8 I 20. rivets 110 97·3 92 96.8 4.5. news 10.5 92.9 90 94.6 I 
21. truck 110 97·3 9.5 100.0 46. mittens 104 92.0 92 96.8 ' i 22. carrots 109 96.4 94 98.9 47. plants 104 92.0 89 93.6 
23. fisherman 109 96.4 88 92.6 48. roots 104 92.0 89 93.6 I 24. paws 109 96.4 94 98.9 49. thin 104 92.0 92 96.8 
2.5. post of fie 109 96.4 91 9.5.7 .50. chew 103 91.1 90 94.6 ' 
I 
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TABLE XXIV (continued) 
SCORES OF BOYS AND GIRLS I 
I 1j 
' 113 % of 9.5 % of 113 % of 9.5 % of ·1 
Experience Boys Boys Girls Girls Experience Boys Boys Girls Girls ; 
.51. covered 103 91.1 90 94.6 76. flash 81 71.6 71 74.7 
.52. feast 103 91.1 90 94.6 77, warriors 81 71.6 68 71.4 
.53, gnawed 103 91.1 84 88.4 78. ponies 77 68.1 61 64.2 
,54. tossed 103 91.1 86 90 • .5 79. lodge 76 67.2 66 69.4 
.5.5. false 102 90.2 93 97.8 80. ranch 73 64.6 70 73.6 
I 
,56. lighthouse 102 90.2 8.5 89.4 81. shear 70 61.9 61 64.2 
1 
.57. codfish 100 88.4 91 9.5.7 82. enemies 69 61.0 se 61.0 
.58. ivy 100 88.4 89 93.6 83. balking 68 60.1 73 77.4 
.59. signal 100 88.4 92 96.8 84. runners 66 .58.4 43 4.5.2 
60. toward 100 88.4 88 92.6 85. wharf 66 .58.4 60 63.1 
61. breath 99 87.5 88 92.6 86. shells 60 53.0 66 69.4 
62. spent 98 86.7 93 97.8 87. concrete 57 50.4 41 43.1 
,i 6). friendly 94 8),1 8.5 89,4 88. ropes 50 44.2 44 46.) 
li ~~: ~~~~ky ~~ ~~:i ~~ ~t~ ~~: ~6{low ~ ft~:: j~ j~:i 
66. queer 93 82.3 83 87.3 91. ahead 4.5 )9.8 30 31 • .5 
67. steel 93 82.3 76 80.0 92. herder 45 )9.8 43 4,5.2 
68. bulbs 92 81.4 89 93.6 93. evening 36 31.8 3.5 36.8 
69. hunters 91 80.5 75 78.9 94. between 33 29.2 34 35.8 I 
70. cocoon 88 77.8 86 90.5 95. beam 28 24.7 23 24.2 , 
71. narcissus 87 76.9 82 86.) 96. islands 23 20.) 23 24.2 J! 
72. happier 86 76. 0 81 85.2 97. pumped 21 18 • .5 18 18.9 'I. 
7J. hatched 85 75.2 68 71.4 98. cheeks 20 17.7 15 15.8 1 
74. footprints 84 74.) .59 62.1 99. mainland 20 17.7 30 31.5 1j 7.5. creature 81 71.6 86 90 • .5 100. carried 13 11 • .5 14 14.7 i 
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CHAPl'ER III 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
1: 
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CHAPI'ER III 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
I The purpose of this study was to measure the background 
ij experiences needed for reading ~ New ~-Play Book, Second 
' 
II Reader, We .QI:Q!![ .!l!l• Two hundred and eight children, one hundr 
II thirteen boys and ninety-five girls in eleven second grade 
I 
classes were included in the study. 
The words checked through pictures were taken directly 
from the vocabulary of the basal reading book used in these 
schools. The classroom teachers administered the tests to 
second grade pupils. 
The data obtained was analyzed and the following conclu-
il sions 
I 
are made: 
1. It would appear that many children lack ex-
perience in each of the areas tested. 
2. There were no experience areas so well-known 
to the group that they needed to be exclu-
ded from an enrichment program. 
3. There were no experience areas not known to 
at least some of the group. 
4. There were four experience areas in which 
more than 80 per cent of the children had 
had experience, Transportation, People, 
45 
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II s. 
Science, and Play. 
a. Transportation 90% 
b. People 83.6% 
c. Science 82.7% 
d. Play az.s% 
e. Places 66.S% 
Places had the least amount of knowledge with 
only 66.S per cent of the children with 
accurate responses. 
The experience fields (in detail) rated as follows: 
a. Science: Rags, turtle, cent, jar, 
package, shovel, lantern, radio, boots, bowls, 
carrots, paws, rivets, shutters, tablecloth, 
caterpillar, coal, ding-dong, mouth, penguin, 
pebbles, blizzard, grapefruit, beacon, lobster, 
mittens, thin, news, feast, plants, roots, 
signal, codfish, toward, breath, bulbs, hook, 
cocoon, narcissus, and steel were experiences 
familiar to more than 75 per cent of the chil-
dren, while hatched, flash, footprints, shells, 
runners, concrete, ropes, follow, ahead, evening, 
between, beam, and cheeks were experienced by 
less than 7S per cent of the children. 
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b. People: The shoemaker, cowboy, elves, 
captain, pilot, fisherman, creature, and hunters 
were familiar to more than 75 per cent of the 
children. Warriors, enemies, and a herder were 
familiar to less than 75 per cent of the two 
hundred and eight children. 
c. Transportation: Three out· of four exper-
iences in this group were familiar to more than 
75 per cent of the children. They were sleigh, 
truck, and mule, Ponies was least familiar to 
the two hundred and eight children. 
d. ~: Tops, locked, lie, bought, danced 
trot, bakes, false, chew, covered, spent, tossed, 
gnawed, friendly, frisky, queer, and happier were 
familiar to more than 75 per cent of the children, 
while balking, shear, pumped, and carried were 
familiar to less than 75 per cent of the group. 
e. Places: In this area mountains, pool, 
post office, and lighthouse were familiar to more 
than 75 per cent of the children while ranch, 
lodge, wharf, bay, mainland, and islands were the 
least familiar. In the area of Places, there is 
much room for enrichment as shown by the tests. 
,, 
I' 
il 
I 
47 
6. i The scores of boys and girls showed some d1 fference s.l 
a. Girls scored higher than boys 1n four 
of the areas: People, Places, Science, and 
Play. In Transportation the boys and girls 
had approximately the same scores. 
b. The girl with the highest score had a 
total of ninety-nine. The lowest was fif~y-
six. 
c. The boy with the highest score had 
ninety-four and the lowest had fifty. 
II 
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APPENDIX 
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Directions: 
Today we are going to play a game with these pictures. 
If you listen carefully I am sure you will be able to play. 
Print your name on the cover of your book. 
Print the name of your school. 
Print the date of your birth. 
Are you a boy or a girl? Please check the right one. 
Open your book to page one. You are going to mark some 
! of these pictures. Some of these pictures you are not going 
' 
I to mark. Some pictures might be marked two times. Be sure 
I 
I you mark just the pictures suggested. 
Open your book to page one. Put your finger on the first 
box or sample box - I am going to ask or tell you something 
about two pictures in this box. 
Which is the boat? Draw a line under the right picture. 
Find the land. Draw a line around the right picture. 
I am not going to help you"any more. 
Box I Find the lighthouse. Draw a line around the 
right picture. 
Which is the wharf? Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
Box II Which is the fisherman? Draw a line around the 
right picture. 
Find the bay. Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
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Box III Find the boots. Draw a line around the right 
picture. 
Find the mittens. Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
Box IV Which ran toward the fisherman? Draw a line 
around the right picture. 
Which can flash? Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
Box v Find the mainland. Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
Find the islands. Draw a line around the right 
picture. 
CLOSE YOUR BOOKS 
Please turn to page two-
Put your finger on the sample box--
Box 
Find the ground. Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
Which is the telephone? Draw a line around the 
right picture. 
I Which one likes to chew? Draw a ling around the 
right picture. 
Which 1s a signal? Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
50 
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li Box II 
Box III 
Who spent time sleeping? Draw a line under the 
right picture. 
Which is the pilot? Draw a line around the 
right picture. 
Who comes from the post office? Draw a line 
around the right picture. 
Who carried something? Draw a line under the 
right picture. 
Box IV Find the radio. Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
Find the beacon. Draw a line around the right 
picture. 
Box V Find the package. Draw a line around the right 
picture. 
Which says ding-dong? Draw a line under the 
right picture. 
CLOSE YOUR BOOKS 
Please turn to page three-
Put your finger on the sample box--
Find the flowers. Draw a line around the right 
picture. 
Which is the butterfly? Draw a line under the 
right picture. 
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" I' Box I Find the bulbs. Draw a line around the right !I II 
" picture. 'I I, 
I'· 
Find the caterpillar. Draw a line around the II 
right picture. 'j\ 
il 
Box II Find the ivy. Draw a line around the right 'I 
!I 
picture. 
Find the cocoon. Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
Box III Find the plants. Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
I Find the pebbles. Draw a line around the right 
II picture. 
I Box IV Which is false? Draw a line around the right 
picture. 
Find the roots. Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
Box v Find the narcissus. Draw a line around the 
I 
right picture. 
II Find the creature. Draw a line under the right \'; 
picture. 
CLOSE YOUR BOOKS 
Please turn to page four-
Put your finger on the sample box-
;I 
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Box I 
Which is the bridge? 
right picture. 
Draw a line around the 
Find the dirt. Draw a line under the rtght 
picture. 
Find a truck. Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
Find a shovel. Draw a line around the right 
picture. 
Box II Find the coal. Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
Find the rivets. Draw a line around the right 
picture. 
Box III Which tossed something? Draw a line under the 
rtght picture. 
Find the hook. Draw a line around the right 
picture. 
Box IV Which is made of steel? Draw a line under the 
right picture. 
Find a beam. Draw a line around the right 
picture. 
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Box V Which is made of concrete? Draw a line under the ; 
right picture. 
Which gives news? Draw a line around the right 
picture. 
CLOSE YOUR BOOKS 
I' ;I 
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Please turn 
Put your 
Box I 
Box II 
Box III 
Box IV 
Box v 
to page five-
finger on the sample box--
Find the fish. Draw a line around the right 
picture. 
Which is the teacher? Draw a line under the 
right picture. 
Which one is balking? Draw a line under the 
right picture. 
Which one is ahead? Draw a line around the 
right picture. 
Find the lobster. Draw a line around the right 
picture. 
Find the codfish. Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
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Find a mule. Draw a line under the right picture.ij 
II 
I' 
Find a penguin. Draw a line around the right 11 
picture. 
Find the paws. Draw a line around the right 
picture. 
Find the turtle. Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
Which are hatched? Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
Which are the shells? Draw a line around the 
right picture. 
I! ,. 
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turn to page six-
your 
I 
II 
finger on the sample box--
Find a branch. Draw a line around the right 
picture. 
Which is a hammock? Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
Which is frisky? Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
Which is between two things? Draw a line around 
the right picture. 
Which are friendly? Draw a line around the 
right picture. 
Find the bowls. Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
Box III Find the ropes. Draw a line around the right 
picture. 
Find a grapefruit. Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
Box IV Which is the mouth? Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
Box v 
Find the carrots. Draw a line around the right 
picture. 
Which gnawed something? Draw a line around the 
right picture. 
Find a tablecloth. Draw a line under the right 
icture. 
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CLOSE YOUR BOOKS 
Please turn to page seven-
Put your finger on the sample box--
Which are the stairs? Draw a line under the 
right picture. 
Find the shoes. Draw a line around the right 
picture. 
Box I Which are the elves? Draw a line under the 
right picture. 
Find the shoemaker. Draw a line around the 
right picture. 
Box II Which are enemies? Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
Find the warriors. Draw a line around the right 
picture. 
Box III Which danced? Draw a line around the right 
picture. 
Which is evening? Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
Box IV Which can we shear? Draw a line around the right 
picture. 
Find the herder. Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
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Box V Which are the hunters? Draw a line under the 
right picture. 
Find the cheeks. Draw a line around the right 
picture. 
CLOSE YOUR BOOKS 
Please turn to page eight-
Put your finger on the sample box--
Find the sheep. Draw a line around the right 
picture. 
Which is the fence? Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
Box I Which can follow? Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
Which can trot? Draw a line around the right 
picture. 
Box II Which are the shutters? Draw a line under the 
right picture. 
Find the ponies. Draw a line around the right 
picture. 
Box III Which pumped? Draw a line around the right 
picture. 
Find the sleigh. 
I; 
Draw a line under the right 1! 
picture. ':I I, 
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Box IV Find the footprints. Draw a line around the 
right picture. 
Find the lantern. Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
Box v Find the runners • Draw a line around the right 
picture. 
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Find the mountains. 'I Draw a line under the right ! 
picture. 
CLOSE YOUR BOOKS 
Please turn to page nine-
Put your finger on the sample box--
Find the brownie. Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
Which is the plow? Draw a line around the right 
picture. 
Box I Which is a lodge? Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
Which is a cowboy? Draw a line around the right 11 
picture. 
Box II Find the pool. Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
Which can see his breath? Draw a line around the 
right picture. 
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Box III Which is the jar? Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
Which bakes? Draw a line around the right 
picture. 
Box IV Find the captain. Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
Which has a feast? Draw a line around the right 
picture. 
Box V Which is -dressed in rags? Draw a line around 
the right picture. 
Find the tops. Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
CLOSE YOUR BOOKS 
Please turn to page ten-
Put your finger on the sample box--
Box 
Which is the potato? Draw a line under the 
right picture. 
Find the brush. Draw a line around the right 
picture. 
I. Which covered something? Draw a line under the 
right picture. 
Which locked something? Draw a line around the 
right picture. 
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Box II Find the cent. Draw a line around the right 
picture. 
Which can lie down? Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
Box III Which is thin? Draw a line under the right 
picture. 
Which bought something? Draw a line around the 
right picture. 
Box IV Which one of the dogs is happier? Draw a line 
around the right picture. 
Which is the blizzard? Draw a line under the 
right picture. 
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" Box V Which is the ranch? Draw a line under the right il 
picture. 
Find something queer. Draw a line around the 
right picture. 
CLOSE YOUR BOOKS 
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